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INTRODUCTION*

The present volume offers a critical edition of two of Averroes’
philosophical commentaries, one a commentary on an Aristotelian work,
and the other, one of Averroes’ few philosophic commentaries on a
work not written by Aristotle.! In the third century Porphyry, the
student of Plotinus, wrote an introduction to Aristotle’s Categories
which became so popular that it was incorporated into the Organon, the
corpus of Aristotelian works on logic.2 Porphyry’s introduction, or
Isagoge, took its place as the first volume in the Organon, and the
Categories followed it as the second volume. In Averroes’ time the
Organon contained nine works: Isagoge, Categories, De Interpretatione,
Prior Analytics, Posterior Analytics, Topics, De Sophisticis Elenchis,
Rhetoric, and Poetics. Averroes wrote an epitome® and a middle com-
mentary for all nine books, and in the present volume we are publishing
his middle commentary on the first two: the Jsagoge and Aristotle’s
Categories. The exact date of the composition of these two commentaries
is not known, but there is evidence that Averroes wrote the middle
commentary on the Categories before 11684 and the commentary on the
Isagoge after the commentary on the Categories® No Arabic manu-
script of the middle commentary on the Isagoge is known to exist.’
Several Arabic manuscripts of the commentary on the Categories do
exist, and on the basis of them M. Bouyges published a critical edition
of the Arabic original of that work.” In the thirteenth century both

* This introduction is a slightly abbreviated translation of the Hebrew introduction which
appears in another part of the present volume, with the omission of a section on Averroes’ method
which is included in the English companion volume.

1 C. Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Literatur, 1 (Leiden, 1943), 605, and Supplement,
I (Leiden, 1937), 834, names only a work by Galen and Plato’s Republic as other non-Aristotelian
works commented on by Averroes.

2 On the name Organon, cf. E. Zeller, Dic Philosophic der Griechen, Vol. 11, Part II (4th ed.;
Leipzig, 1921), p. 187 n. 3.

3 Cf. M. Steinschneider, Die Hebraischen Ubersetzungen des Mittelalters und die Juden als
Dolmetscher (Berlin, 1893), pp. 54-57. The Hebrew translation of the epitome was published under
the title Kol Meleket Higgayon (Riva di Trento, 1559).

4 Cf. M., Bouyges, Talkhi¢ Kitab al-Magoulat (Beyrouth, 1932), p. xiii.

& Cf. below, note to 81.24.

¢ Cf. M. Bouyges, “Notes sur les Philosophes Arabes...,” Mélanges de I'Université St. Joseph,
VIII (1922), 13.

7 Talkhi¢ Kitab al-Magoulat (Beyrouth, 1932).
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X Introduction

commentaries were translated into Hebrew by Jacob Anatolio and into
Latin by William of Luna, and it i1s Anatolio’s translation that has
been edited here. In the sixteenth century the commentaries were re-
translated into Latin by Jacob Mantino, this time from the Hebrew.
Mantino’s version is frequently helpful for understanding the text but
contributes nothing to establishing it.

Following the lines laid down for the Hebrew volumes of the Corpus
Commentariorum Averrois in Aristotelem, my text is based upon a colla-
tion of the Hebrew, Arabic, and Latin manuscripts. It is accompanied
by three critical apparatuses containing the variants of the manu-
scripts in those three languages, and by explanatory notes and multi-
lingual glossaries. An annotated English translation is being published
in a companion volume.

ANAToLios COMMENTARY

All that is known concerning the circumstances of Anatolio’s transla-
tion is contained in several remarks that he makes in the introduction
and epilogue to his translation. According to the introduction, he was
already engaged in translating certain astronomical works when he was
asked by acquaintances from Narbonne and Beziers, in southern France,
to translate Averroes’ middle commentaries on the logical corpus.® At
first, he writes, he hesitated to assume the added burden, but finally
agreed to “sow in the morning in the science of astronomy, and in the
evening my hands will be steady in the science of logic.”? After com-
pleting his translation of the Posterior Analytics, the fifth book in the
expanded Organon, Anatolio expresses his gratitude to God, with whose
aid he was able “to complete the translation of the works of the science
of logic at Naples, in II Adar, 1232.”!® Then he continues: “I have
translated five books, four of which are Aristotelian, . .. and before be-
ginning to translate those remaining, I plan to make a studious review
of the translation of the aforementioned books in order to correct the
mistakes as far as I can. Then I shall undertake to complete the task
with the aid of Him Who giveth aid to all that stand in need of aid,
Who has led our lord, Emperor Frederick II, a lover of science and
students of science, to provide for me generously. . ..”" These remarks
of Anatolio’s contain all that is known about the present translations

8 Cf. below, 1.21-24.
% Cf. below, 2.24-25. Anatolio is using phrases from Eccles. 11:6 and Exod. 17:12.
10 Cited from Paris MS No. 925 by L. Dukes in Literaturblatt des Orients, 1X (1848), 195-196.

1 Tbid.
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and, in fact, almost all that is known about his life.? Still, meager as
they are, they do provide the date and place of the conclusion of the
work as well as the name of Anatolio’s important patron. If Anatolio
was already receiving an allowance from the court of Frederick II when
he began his work, he surely would have mentioned the fact in his
introduction. It must be assumed, therefore, that he came to Naples
only after having begun his translation, and there received a subven-
tion. The fact that the translation was completed in Naples is of in-
terest since the Latin manuscripts report that William of Luna also
prepared his translation in that city. However, there are no grounds
for supposing any connection between the two translations.”

Anatolio apparently was unable to carry out his plan “to complete
the task” and translate the remaining commentaries on the Organon.
Hebrew translations of the remaining commentaries exist, but they are
the work of men who lived a generation or two later.® It is hardly
conceivable that Anatolio translated those commentaries as well and
that his translations were immediately lost so that others had to redo
them. For some reason, therefore, he was unable to continue, perhaps
because the support of the Emperor ceased.

Anatolio acknowledges the necessity of making “a studious review of
the translation of the aforementioned books in order to correct the mis-
takes,” but there are indications that he failed even to do that. The
indications are given by several passages where, after having translated
an Arabic word by a given Hebrew word, he translates the same Arabic
word in the same sense by a different word in Hebrew. Occasional in-
consistent translations are to be expected even from one who, like the
majority of medieval translators, attempted to be as precise as possible.
What are significant are the cases where Anatolio’s second rendering is
superior, and follows soon after his first. For example, in translating
Averroes’ description of the contents of a certain chapter, Anatolio
renders the term 45+ as “not smooth.” But a few pages later, when
translating the chapter itself, he renders this word by the Hebrew word
w, which can be taken in the required sense of “rough.”'® Apparently
no satisfactory translation occurred to Anatolio when he first met the
term >, and therefore he translated it by negating the opposite:

“not smooth.” By the time he reached the word a second time, a more

12 Otherwise concerning Anatolio, cf. E. Renan, Les Rabbins Frangais du Commencement du
XIVe Siiele (Paris, 1877), pp. 580-589; for bibliography, sec Steinschneider, Die Hebriischen
Ubersetzungen, p. 990.

18 ] was, in fact, able to discover no information concerning William of Luna.

4 Cf, Steinschneider, Die Hebraischen Ubersetzungen, pp. 62-63.

1 Cf. below, note to 71.2.
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or less adequate translation did occur to him. Significally, however, he
did not turn back two or three pages to harmonize the earlier transla-
tion with the later. To cite a second example, Anatolio first translated
terms derived from the Arabic root 2> (“to sense, perceive”) by terms
derived from a similar Hebrew root: vin. But when he came to the
active participle of that Arabic root, he seems to have felt that the
active participle (#n) of the Hebrew root which he had been using was
inappropriate, perhaps because in some common Hebrew expressions
that participle has a different sense from the philosophic “to perceive.”
Whatever his reason, Anatolio employed the participle of a different
Hebrew verb: vaa%. Significantly, he then proceeded to translate the
other forms of the Arabic root 2> by forms of the new Hebrew verb
vm9n2.1¢ He could hardly have been unconscious of the change he had
made or of the importance of being consistent so that the Hebrew
reader would not be misled into supposing that two different terms
underlay the two Hebrew renderings. Nevertheless, he failed to turn
back a few pages to harmonize the earlier passages with the later ones.
These and similar instances'? indicate that he worked rapidly and did
not allow himself the time even to make his translation consistent, let
alone to review it completely.

Anatolio’s acknowledgment of the need “‘to correct the mistakes,”
together with a confession in his introduction of a “lack of knowledge
of Arabic,’® are to be taken at face value, for there are some mistakes
in his translation. To cite an example that is repeated, the Arabic
word  Jsl appears several times in such sentences as: 0L  Jol . . .¢ 4l
oadl e L Q,ﬁ;.“ Anatolio takes this word as derived from
Jol and understands it to mean “prior.” In the present context, how-
ever, the word is to be taken as a comparative adjective of the root
o9 and the correct translation is: “The species . . . is more properly
substance than the genus....”? In general, Anatolio had a certain
amount of difficulty with Arabic words that lie outside the standard
philosophic vocabulary, such as, to take another example, the names of
the colors.? About a dozen mistranslations are pointed out in the notes.?

Despite his occasional inconsistencies and errors, Anatolio must be

16 Cf, below, note to 61.74.

17 Cf. notes to 69.76-77, 75.58, 79.39, 84.7.

18 Cf, below, 2.42.

1 Cf, Bouyges, Talkhig, p. 15, lines 11-12.

30 Cf, below, 38.17, as well as 38.18, 41.66.

31 Cf., notes to 72.26, 79.37, 79.39.

22 In addition to the instances already mentioned cf. notes to 12.50, 17.49, 33.20, 36.64, 45.34,
46.47, 60.49, 68.65, 69.81,
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given his due, for on the whole his translation is excellent. As his aim
was to represent the Arabic original as closely as possible in Hebrew, he
usually provides a very literal translation, preserving even the order
and syntax of the Arabic. In this he was employing a mode of transla-
tion followed especially by the Ibn Tibbon family of which he was a
member by marriage.® But like the better medieval Hebrew translators,
Anatolio is not absolutely bound by his literalness. The art of those
translators lay in discovering the smallest possible change that would
give a satisfactory Hebrew sentence. Anatolio possessed the art, and
his translation, while very literal, remains smooth and always clear to
those familiar with the genre.

Tue Hesrew MAaNuscrirTS

The number of manuscripts that have survived in Arabic, Hebrew,
and Latin is revealing. No Arabic manuscript of the commentary on
the Isagoge is known to exist, and there are only three or four manu-
scripts of the commentary on the Caftegories. There are four Latin
manuscripts containing both commentaries. But more than fifty Hebrew
manuscripts are extant.® Steinschneider observes that this is the
largest number of manuscripts known to exist for any book translated
into Hebrew in the Middle Ages. The Hebrew manuscripts were in-
tended for actual and frequent study, as is shown by the large number
of glosses and variants written into their margins. From the hand-
writing in some of the manuscripts it is obvious that they were copied,
not by professional scribes, but probably by students for their personal
use. There also exist about twenty supercommentaries in Hebrew,?
whereas to my knowledge there are none in Arabic or Latin. These
data serve as further confirmation of the fact that the works of Averroes,
although written in Arabic, found their warmest reception among the
Jews.

The Hebrew manuscripts presented an embarras de richesses, since it
was hardly practical or even desirable to collate all or most of them.
Some selection had to be made, and the method I pursued was as
follows: First, inasmuch as many of the manuscripts are carelessly
written and contain frequent meaningless variants, I classified them on

B In the introduction to his book, Malmad ha-Talmidim (Lyck, 1866), p. 12, Anatolio refers
to Samue! Ibn Tibbon as his father-in-law.

3 Cf, Steinschneider, Die Hebraischen Ubersetzungen, pp. 59-60.

% I4id., p. 59.

* Jbid., pp. 65-94.
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the basis of a rapid reading. However, carelessly copied manuscripts
may be derived from others that are reliable, and consequently may
preserve superior readings. Therefore I prepared a list of doubtful and
difficult passages in the commentary on the Isagoge and tested the
Hebrew manuscripts at those cruxes, and also compared the Hebrew
manuscripts with the Arabic original of the commentary on the Cate-
gories. In all, at least a partial examination was made of thirty-nine
manuscripts, from which six were selected, four of them containing the
commentary on both works, one the commentary on the Isagoge, and
one the commentary on the Categories. The text of each of the com-
mentaries printed in the present volume is thus based on five Hebrew
manuscripts. The manuscripts that were chosen are generally far su-
perior to those that were rejected. Each of them by itself could have
given a text that would be satisfactory at almost all points and very
close to the original, as is revealed by the collation with the Arabic
text of the commentary on the Categories. Most of the disagreements
among them are negligible, being differences in word order, gender or
number of nouns, tenses of verbs, or the addition or omission of par-
ticles that do not affect the sense. The six selected manuscripts, like
virtually all the surviving Hebrew manuscripts of Averroes’ commen-
tary on the logical corpus, belong to the fourteenth or fifteenth century.
The six manuscripts that were used are:

X Florence, Biblioteca Medicea-Laurenziana, No. 88:45 (Isagoge
only)#

a. Munich, No. 10628

2 Leipzig, No. 41%

T Parma, No. 27623

7. Hamburg, No. 260%

1 Paris, No. 925 (Categories only)®

An attempt to trace the stemma of the manuscripts as an aid to
editing the text was not successful. A tabulation of all the instances of

27 Cf, A. M. Biscioni, Bibliothecae Mediceo-Laurentianae Catalogus (Florence, 1757), pp. 523~
524, Plut. 88:45,

28 Cf, M. Steinschneider, Die Hebrdischen Handschrifien der ... Staatsbibliothek in Miinchen
(Munich, 1895), No. 106.

¥ Cf. F. Delitzsch, Catalogus Librorum Manuscriptorum ... in Bibliotheca ... Civitatis Lip-
siensis: Codices Hebraici ac Syriaci (Leipzig, 1838), No. 41,

8 Cf. I. B. De Rossi, MSS. Codices Hebraici Biblioth. I. B. De-Rossi (Parma, 1803), No. 458.

3 Cf. M., Steinschneider, Catalog der Hebriischen Handschriften in der Stadtbibliothek zu Ham-
burg (Hamburg, 1878), No. 263.

2 Cf. H. Zotenberg, Catalogues des Manuscrits Hébreux et Samaritains de la Bibliothéque
Impériale (Paris, 1866), No. 925.
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agreement or disagreement among the Hebrew manuscripts that were
used revealed no relationships or patterns except that manuscript x
offers unique readings to a somewhat greater extent than the others. As
far as could be judged on the basis of the list of cruxes that was pre-
pared, the same situation obtains among the manuscripts that were not
used: No characteristics could be discovered which might have served
as sufficient grounds for judging that certain manuscripts derived from
others.

Nevertheless, something concerning the relationship between the
manuscripts, more especially concerning the extreme complexity of that
relationship, is revealed by nine additions to the Isagoge which are to
be found in a number of Hebrew manuscripts. The Isagoge is a study
of the five “predicables” — genus, species, differentia, property, and
accident — and in the second part of his book Porphyry considered the
predicables by pairs and listed their similarities and differences. To the
lists given by Porphyry and Averroes, some Hebrew manuscripts of the
commentary add one new similarity, five new differences, and three other
differences, which are not really new at all, but simply duplications,
with minor changes, of sentences that immediately precede them. An
examination of all the available manuscripts revealed that the nine
additions appear in manuscript 8 and two other manuscripts, and that
they are absent from manuscript 7 and five other manuscripts, although
two of the five give some of the genuine differences in a peculiar order.
Of the remaining manuscripts hardly any agree. Manuscripts that avoid
some of the additions contain additions that are avoided by others and
vice versa, or else they give the additions in variants that are peculiar
to themselves. Of thirty-eight Hebrew manuscripts of the commentary
on the Isagoge which were examined, a total of twenty-eight different
sets of additions and variants appeared. Moreover, manuscripts that re-
mained free of the additions frequently have them written into their
margins in various hands. Since none of the passages in question appear
in Porphyry or in the Latin translation of Averroes, they clearly were
interpolated by Hebrew readers who considered the lists of Porphyry and
Averroes incomplete.® Consequently, manuscripts that do not contain
the additions are to be considered superior, at least in this respect, to
manuscripts that have them. But the extraordinary number of versions
precluded any further inference.

Another passage in the commentary on the Isagoge gave rise to an

# Porphyry and Averroes invited additions when they wrote that the predicables have “other
things common and peculiar to them in addition to those we have enumerated, but this should
be sufficient for our present purpose.” Cf. below, 27.94-95,
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unusual number of variants in the Hebrew manuscripts. When defining
“genus,” Porphyry explained that in addition to the well-known phi-
losophic sense, the Greek term has two nonphilosophic senses, which he
illustrated from Greek mythology.3* Averroes substituted examples from
Arabic legend, and Anatolio translated the Arabic literally.3® One of the
examples seems to have caused the Hebrew readers and scribes trouble,
for the thirty-eight manuscripts offer no less than thirty different versions.

To explain the state of the manuscripts we may assume that this
popular work existed in many more copies than have reached us, and
that interpolations and variants passed from one to another. The mar-
ginal glosses in some of the manuscripts that still exist — such as 3 and
5 — show how easily such contamination could have occurred. These
glosses include the aforementioned additions and variants as well as con-
jectural corrections, sometimes clearly marked as variants. Presumably
the manuscripts that are no longer extant contained similar glosses.
When the book was copied by scribes and students who were not par-
ticularly concerned with the purity of the text, they introduced from
the margins whatever readings appealed to them and thus produced the
bewildering number of variants.

THE ARrRABIC AND LATIN MANUSCRIPTS

M. Bouyges published the Arabic original of the commentary on the
Categories on the basis of three manuscripts:®

C ¢ Cairo, No. 4076
F (v Florence, Biblioteca Medicea-Laurenziana, No. 180:54
L % Leiden, No. 1691

Manuscripts L and F are early and generally reliable, while C was
copied in the eighteenth century and has frequent corruptions. In C
and F there are several interpolations, and in the latter manuscript,
two interesting interpolations criticize Averroes for having misrepre-
sented Aristotle’s position by following incorrect interpretations by
Alfarabi.®” Bouyges considered L to be the best of the Arabic manu-
scripts and usually followed it in his edition.®

4 Cf. the original Greek of Porphyry’s Isagoge, ed. A. Busse (Betlin, 1887), p. 1, line 20—p. 2,
line 10,

¥ Cf, below, 4.16-18,

36 Cf, Bouyges, Talkhi¢, pp. xiv-xviii,

3 Jbid., p. 20, lines 7-8; p. 88, line 3.

18 Jbid., pp. xxvii, XXXV,
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According to L’ Institut des Manuscrits Arabes in Cairo, an addi-
tional manuscript of the Caregories is to be found in the library of the
Iranian parliament, the Mesjid, in Teheran3 but I was unable to
acquire a photograph of it.

As sources of the Latin translation, the four extant manuscripts and
the first printed edition were used. These are:

».  Venice, Biblioteca Nazionale di San Marco, Lat. VI.53¢
1. Florence, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, No. I.II1.6%

o.  Vatican, Urb. No. 221% (the manuscript breaks off one
quarter of the way through the Categories)

v, Erfurt, No. 2°-318%
v, First edition, Venice, 14834

Although in each of the Latin manuscripts both books are written
in a single hand, the character and interrelationship of the manuscripts
and edition differ as they pass from the commentary on the Isagoge to
the commentary on the Categories. In the commentary on the Isagoge,
the Florence and Vatican manuscripts stand quite close to one another,
the Erfurt manuscript is corrupt almost to the point of being worth-
less, and the text of the first edition is so similar to the Venice manu-
script that it seems to have been printed directly from it. The situation
changes in the commentary on the Categories. Here the Erfurt manu-
script is far less corrupt, and all the manuscripts stand in a more or less
close relationship to one another, in opposition to the printed edition,
which has a number of unique, frequently superior, readings. All the
manuscripts were written in the fourteenth or fifteenth century.

DEeTERMINING THE TEXT

In determining readings for the present Hebrew text, I proceeded as
follows: When all the Hebrew manuscripts agreed on a single reading,
that reading was accepted. When they did not agree, a decision was

3 Cf, Revue de IInstitut des Manuscrits Arabes, 111 (1957), 27. According to the description,
this manuscript contains Averroes’ commentaries on the Categories, De Interpretatione, and Prior
Analytics.

© Cf, G. Lacombe, Aristoteles Latinus (Pars prior [Rome, 1939]; Pars posterior [Cambridge,
1955}), No. 1611.

4 1%id., No. 1404.

2 J4id., No. 1814,

4 Ibid., No. 878.

4 Cf. Gesamtkatalog der Wiegendrucke, 11 (Leipzig, 1926), Nos. 2337, 2338.
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made on the basis of the sense and of the Arabic and Latin versions.
If these criteria were insufficient, but four of the five Hebrew manu-
scripts agreed on a single reading, that reading was accepted; the ma-
jority was also generally followed when three manuscripts agreed, and
the remaining two each gave different readings. In all other instances,
manuscript 7 was followed. The text is therefore basically that of 7
with the aforementioned exceptions. Only twice, when the readings
given by the Hebrew manuscripts were meaningless, did it seem neces-
sary to make a conjectural emendation with the aid of the Arabic and
Latin.% In two other places, small incorrect additions by Anatolio are
printed in brackets.* There were several reasons for regarding 7 as
most reliable. It differs from the Arabic original of the commentary on
the Categories a significantly fewer number of times than the other
manuscripts, and where the manuscripts of the commentary on the
Isagoge do not agree, T again gives the minority reading a significantly
fewer number of times. 7 is also the only one of the manuscripts used
which avoided the nine additions to the text of the Isagoge described
earlier.
The printed text was punctuated by the present editor.

APPARATUSES AND NOTES

Manuscript variants and glosses are recorded in a Hebrew and a
Latin apparatus for the commentary on the Isagoge, the Arabic original
of that work having been lost, and in a Hebrew, an Arabic, and a Latin
apparatus for the commentary on the Categories. The decision as to
what type of variants should or should not be recorded differed some-
what for the three apparatuses. The Hebrew apparatus contains all
readings in the Hebrew manuscripts which differ from the text printed
here, as well as all glosses, with the exception of differences in spelling.
In spelling, the Hebrew manuscripts are not even internally consistent,
and the only rule that could be discovered was the commonsense rule
that the more likely any word is to be confused with another, the more
likely it is to be written in a form that avoids ambiguity. Since the
scribes had been pragmatic, I was pragmatic as well. A tabulation was
made of all appearances of variant spellings in all the manuscripts, and
then the forms that appeared the largest number of times were pre-
ferred to the alternative forms and were used throughout. The only

# Cf. below, 12.47, 69.81, and notes.
4 Cf. below, 50.7-8, 60.49, and notes.
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variants in spelling that I recorded in the Hebrew apparatus are vari-
ants in proper names, and variants that could indicate an actual differ-
ence in reading, as, for example, when a manuscript has on for om. All
the words that appear in the manuscripts in more than one spelling, and
the preferred and rejected forms of those words, are listed in the Hebrew
introduction to this volume.*?

The Arabic apparatus for the commentary on the Categories was
prepared from Bouyges’ edition and not from a fresh collation of the
Arabic manuscripts. In each case, the readings of the Arabic manu-
scripts and their glosses were inferred from Bouyges’ text and apparatus,
and every reading that differs from my printed Hebrew text is recorded.
Where the Arabic manuscripts differ among themselves but all offer
readings which could have given rise to the Hebrew text, those differ-
ences are not reflected in the Arabic apparatus. In manuscript C (p),
words have sometimes been corrupted into meaningless jumbles of
letters and those also are not recorded in the apparatus. When, how-
ever, a confusion of letters happens to have produced an Arabic word,
it is recorded even when it makes no sense in the context and there
could be no doubt as to how the corruption occurred. In practice, then,
every Arabic variant that could be translated into Hebrew is recorded.
The Arabic variants are given both in the original Arabic (printed in
Hebrew characters for reasons of economy), and in Hebrew translation.

The Latin manuscripts are distinctly poorer than both the Arabic
manuscripts and the Hebrew manuscripts that were used for this edition.
They have frequent lacunae due to homoeoteleuton, as well as corrup-
tions due to the widespread use, and subsequent misreading, of abbrevi-
ations by the Latin scribes. Since the object of the Latin apparatus is
to present the character of the Latin translation rather than the acciden-
tal corruptions of the manuscripts, it seemed unwise to inflate the
apparatus with scores of meaningless variants which could only obscure
those that are significant. Therefore, whenever the reading of the
printed Hebrew text is preserved in at least one Latin manuscript,
variants in the others are not recorded — on the condition that they are
obvious corruptions. However if none of the Latin manuscripts offers
the reading of the Hebrew, all variants, no matter how corrupt, are
recorded. And again, wherever it is at all conceivable that a manu-
script is not merely offering a careless corruption, its reading is recorded.

The medieval Latin translations of Averroes’ commentaries were
published several times beginning in 1483. All the printed editions of

41 Cf, Hebrew introduction, p. 1'n.
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the commentaries on the Isagoge and Categories that I was able to ex-
amine give the same text, and apparently they were copied from one
another. The collation of the first edition of 1483 revealed that while
the printed edition of the commentary on the Isagoge is virtually identi-
cal with the Venice manuscript, the edition of the commentary on the
Categories sometimes offers correct readings which none of the manu-
scripts have. When such readings occur they are recorded in the Latin
apparatus, but otherwise the results of the collation of the printed edi-
tion of the Latin are not recorded. The Latin apparatus is given only
in Hebrew translation (again for reasons of economy).

In the notes an attempt has been made to trace not only Averroes’
sources but also sources and parallels for the statements of Porphyry
and Aristotle. It turned out that Averroes’ sources were chiefly the
other works of Aristotle and the logical treatises of Alfarabi.#® When an
explanation of the text is required it has been provided, as far as pos-
sible, by quoting earlier commentaries, such as the Greek commentaries
on Porphyry and Aristotle, and the Hebrew commentaries on Averroes
by Messer Leon* and, most important, Gersonides.®*® Frequently the
peculiarities of Averroes’ paraphrase and commentary can be clarified by
comparing the Greek original with the Arabic translation from which
he worked.®® Whenever that comparison produced results of any sig-
nificance, they are given in the notes.

At the end of the volume there are two glossaries of the philosophic
terms that appear in the text, the first a comparative glossary in
Hebrew, Arabic, Latin, and Greek, and the second a list of Greek words
with their Hebrew equivalents.

In preparing this edition it was my good fortune to enjoy the assist-
ance of a number of institutions and individuals. The following libraries
supplied me with photographs of manuscripts in their collections:
Wissenschaftliche Bibliothek, Erfurt; Biblioteca Medicea-Laurenziana,
Florence; Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Florence; Staats- und Univer-
sitdts-Bibliothek, Hamburg; Universititsbibliothek of the Karl-Marx-
Universitit, Leipzig; Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich; Bodleian
Library, Oxford; Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris; Biblioteca Palatina,

48 Cf. notes to 33.26-40, 67.58, 68.63-64, 74.50-55, and also M. Steinschneider, 4-Farabi (St.
Petersburg, 1869), pp. 17, 44.

4 Cf, Steinschneider, Die Hebraischen Ubersetzungen, p. 81.

5 Jbid., pp. 68-69.

t The translation is preserved in a single manuscript, Paris, No. 2346, and has been printed
several times. See Hebrew introduction, n. 12,
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Parma; Apostolic Library, Vatican; Biblioteca Nazionale di San Marco,
Venice. During the progress of my work I received a grant-in-aid from
the American Council of Learned Societies and research grants from
the Academic Senate of the University of California at Los Angeles.
On various problems I was able to consult with Professors H. Wolfson,
S. Pines, Z. Stewart, M. Perlmann, and P. Levine. In particular,
Professor Pines was kind enough to read through the entire work and
offer a number of valuable suggestions. At every stage, from collation
to proof reading, my wife Kinneret was unsparing of her time and her
never-failing critical gifts. To all these I express my very warmest
appreciation.
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